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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




Sir: 





In response to the Office Action mailed August 21, 2001, please 
reconsider the above-identified application based on the followiiitg remarks: 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-2, 5-6 and 15 stand rtgected as obvious over Skiena in view of Futreal. 
This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The Skiena references discusses a method of sequencing by hybridization that is 
general to any type of target sequence. Initially, the target sequence is hybridized to a 
universal sequencing array containing all probes of a given length (col. 6, lines, 41-42). 
Subsets of positively and negatively hybridizing probes axe then detemiined (col. 6, lines 
45-48). A second array is then designed based on combinations of probes from the 
positively hybridizing subset (col. 6, lines 49-61). The hybridization is then repeated and 
subsets of positively and negatively hybridizing probes again determined (col. 6, line 61 
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